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The city does not just express itself in the buildings, the streets, the
traffic that seem to define it, but in the ways in which people live, work, trade;
their customs, habits, pleasures, crimes, angers. From this perspective, Park’s

statement that the city is a state of mind must be taken seriously.
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“a system of dispositions, that is of permanent manners of being, seeing, acting and thinking, or a system
of long-lasting (rather than permanent) schemes or schemata or structures of perception, conception, and

action” (Bourdieu, 2005: 43).
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Even if one belongs to the statistical majority in age group, race, height, weight,
frequency of orgasm, gender of sexual partners, and annual income, then simply

by virtue of this unlikely combination of normalcies one’s profile would already
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depart from the norm. Then, too, the idea of normalcy is especially strange in
the realm of sex. In one sense, nothing could be more normal than sex. Like
eating, drinking, breathing, it’s everywhere. In another sense, though, sex can
never be normal. It is disruptive and aberrant in its rhythms, in its somatic states,

and in its psychic and cultural meaning. (Warner, 2003: 54)
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In feminism and queer theory, of course, the work of Judith Butler ahs most
famously  established that heterosexuality —constitutes itself through
performance.... Even more unremarked at this point, however, is the ubiquity of
ability and disability in and around these heterosexual performances. Although
queer theorists are now used to unpacking how performances of heterosexuality
depend on gay bodies and their repudiation, and although scholars in disability
studies are sued to noting the unacknowledged ubiquity of disability in our
culture, neither field seems particularly or actively conscious of how
performances of heterosexuality might have some relation to ability and

disability.
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The politics of normal is the newest form of the drama of ambivalence that has
marked gay politics since the Mattachine Society. On one hand, it seems like the
perfect response to sexual shame. What could be a better way of legitimating
oneself than to insist on being seen as normal? The problem, always, is that
embracing this standard merely throws shame on those who stand farther down
the ladder of respectability. It does not seem to be possible to think of oneself

as normal without thinking that some other kind of person is pathological.
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This construction of time can be seen as a product of industrial era in which
paid-work time, with its emphasis on clock-time and production schedules,
became the dominant focus of everyday life, serving “to structure and polarize
the entire temporal architecture of society”...and, in so doing, to diminish other

temporal realities.
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* 1w wipsiywy 51l diuAsii Michel de Certeau 138071 “tactics” 113U de Certeau ud “[a tactic]
insinuates itself into the other’s place, fragmentarily, without taking it over in its entirely, without being
able to keep it at a distance [...] The weak must continually turn to their own ends forces alien to them”

(de Certeau, 1988: xix)
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